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OFFICIAL PROTOCOL



CT CONTRAST DISPENSING PROTOCOL

Purpose:  Since the contrast shortage of 2022 the price of contrast has increased. This coupled with compounding regulations means that a bottle cannot be used for multiple patients leading to excessive wastage and clients paying for more than they need. 

i. The VHC currently has 30ml bottles of 300mgI/ml and 100ml bottles of 350mgI/ml available. 
ii. The 350mgI/ml bottles will be used exclusively for large animal/livestock studies and zoo animals on a case-by-case basis and the current cost is $339.15 per bottle (no aliquoting of the 350mgI/ml 100mL bottles will take place).
iii. The 300mgI/ml bottles will be available to patients either as full bottles or as 10ml vials, which will be aliquoted by pharmacy for dispensing purposes.
iv. Students or residents requesting a CT scan will discuss the need for contrast as well as the appropriate dose for the procedure with a radiology faculty or resident on duty. The service ordering the CT will write a script for contrast with the proposed dosage required and radiologist on duty will sign it.
v. Depending on the size of your patient and the required dose, the pharmacist will dispense the dose required in the most cost-effective manner for the client. 

Example of how this works in favor of the client and patient:
i. Current Cost: 300mgI/ml 30ml bottle: $97.28
ii. Pharmacy can aliquot bottles of contrast in 10ml vials which will have a shelf life of 9 days following aliquoting. While there is a charge associated with aliquoting (time, bottles etc.), it would work out at a per ml price of $4.34. 
iii. If a dog needed 10 mls, they end up paying for a bottle but only needing 1/3rd of the bottle. 
iv. So above patient who needs 10mls of contrast would order 1 vial of 10mls and pay $43.40 instead of $97.28.
v. The radiologist on duty will sign the script after consultation regarding the scan and contrast needs preferable the day prior to study. Discussing the case will be beneficial to ascertain the most cost-effective combination of vials/bottles for patients. 

This new contrast dispending protocol will be a work in progress. If in future we see the need to do smaller aliquots, we can revisit with pharmacy. 
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