
Advisory Committee representing private practice,
predominantly food animal. Additional, he has returned to
K-State to present courses on practice management, integrated
resource management and veterinary economics.

Dr. Lillich is the incoming president of the American
Association of Feline Practitioners, a professional veterinary
organization dedicated to the health and well-being of cats.

Far-reaching reputation 
As a result of their professional activities, the practice has had

an impact beyond Abilene.
“That’s shown especially through the swine veterinarians we

have (Dr. Tokach and Dr. Henry),” Dr. Pretzer said. Their
boundaries are really limitless. What they do is very specialized.
Both are boarded and recognized not only nationally, but
internationally.” 

Dr. Lillich added, “We get visits internationally. We’ll have
veterinarians from Japan or Mexico and interns from Germany
or students from South America.”

Dr. Lillich explains, “We have a fairly open door policy for
students who want to experience what we do. We get about 10 to
12 interns per year.”

More K-State connections
While four of the Abilene practitioners are alumni, the other

two have very close family ties with the university. Dr. Tokach is
married to Dr. Mike Tokach, a swine nutrition expert in the
Animal Science department in K-State’s College of Agriculture.
Dr. Lillich is married to Dr. James Lillich, equine surgeon and
associate professor in the CVM.  

Good people make the difference
In the final analysis, the key to Abilene’s success seems to be

teamwork. What started with one practitioner years ago, has
turned into a group practice with a variety of strengths.

“Our practice philosophy has always been to identify good
people who we feel are a good fit,” Dr. Lillich said. “We try to
bring them on as long-term team members and that helps keep
the practice growing in perpetuity.”
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Drs. Frank R. Jordan and Scott Pretzer perform surgery.

H e r e  c o m e s
D r.  J o r   d a n
Originally, the

Abilene Animal
Hospital was
located in the
heart of downtown
Abilene. Dr. Frank
W. Jordan had
bought the
practice from a
retiring
veterinarian, but
quickly realized
that the downtown location had its disadvantages. 

“Frank decided it wasn’t a good place, especially
with large animals coming in,” Gwen Jordan said. She
graduated from K-State in 1940 with a bachelor’s
degree in journalism.“There was no place to put large
animals in that office.”

Dr. Jordan moved the practice to its current
location, which was near the edge of town. 

“The practice grew pretty well,” Gwen said. “We
had a lot of clients with dairies, and a lot of rural
work to go out to on calls.”

This was a good fit for Dr. Jordan. He had grown
up on a farm in Beloit, Kan., and was comfortable
working with farm animals. 

“I remember one night, he went down into a creek
to get a cow out of the creek before he could treat it.”
Gwen said. “Frank understood these situations
because he knew what farmers deal with.”

Dr. Jordan served the profession in many ways
including as an American Veterinary Medical
Association Delegate for several terms, advisory
board member of the KSU Foundation for Veterinary
Medicine, department head of veterinary science at
Mississippi State College, Major in the Army from
1940-45 in charge of the meat inspection unit.

He was named Kansas Veterinarian of the Year in
1959; president, vice president, district trustee, and
alternate delegate to the Kansas Veterinary Medical
Association; E.R. Frank Award at the K-State CVM;
member, Kansas Board Veterinary Examiners, in
1964; and Abilene Outstanding Citizen of the Year, in
1985. He passed away in January 2007.

In 1983, Dr. Jordan established an endowment to
create the Frank W. Jordan Veterinary Medicine
Seminar. Dr. Jordan’s gift is used to finance the
speaker’s expenses for this seminar.

Mrs. Gwen and Dr. Frank W. Jordan

Start-up of the Abilene Animal Hospital




