
Graduate 
Programs in the 

CVM



Graduate Programs

• MS in Veterinary Biomedical 
Sciences
–1-year accelerated MS program

• MPH (Dr. Ellyn Mulcahy)
• PhD in Pathobiology
• PhD in Anatomy and Physiology 

(Dr. Peying Fong)



Current Graduate Students

• Total: 152
• Total PhD: 50
• PhD in Pathobiology: 38

–Dual DVM/PhD: 9
• PhD in Physiology: 12



Current Graduate Students

• Total MS:  102
–MS in Physiology: 3 (1 Resident)
–MS in Pathobiology: 37 (4 Residents)
–MS Olathe Campus: 19
–MS in Clinical Sci: 17 (12 Residents)
–Accelerated MS: 26

• Dual DVM/MS: 9



Veterinary Biomedical Sciences
 Three subdisciplines:
Anatomy and Physiology
Clinical Sciences
Pathobiology



Program Requirements: MS
 30 credits
Thesis option: 6 to 12 credit hours of 

Research + 18 to 24 hours of courses
AP/CS/DMP 899 MS Research

Report option: 2 credits of Report 
+28 credits of courses
MS report (AP/CS/DMP 898)

Non-thesis and non-report option: 30 
credits of courses



Supervisory Committee: MS
 Should be formed in the second semester
 Members:
 Three members (minimum)
 Major professor is the chair
 Two members from any department/program
 Members of Graduate Faculty
 A member could be a faculty from another 

university. It requires special permission. 

https://www.k-state.edu/grad/
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Supervisory Committee: MS
 Should be formed in the second semester
 Members:
 Three members (minimum)
 Major professor is the chair
 Two members from any department/program
 Members of Graduate Faculty
 A member could be a faculty from another 

university. It requires special permission.
 Schedule a meeting to present your tentative 

program of study and your research project



Course Requirements: MS
 At least 18 hours at 700 level or above 

(includes Research and Problem credits)
 600 level may be included.
 500 level outside the major field and no 

more than 6 credits.
 No more than 3 credits of Problem course



Course Requirements: MS
 Problem course: Individualized 

course. Generally, lab based.
 AP 790. Problem in A&P
 AP 890. Problem in Pharmacology
 CS 890. Problem in Clinical Science
 DMP 890. Problem in Pathobiology

 Variable credits: 1 to 3



Course Requirements: MS
 Students with a DVM degree or 

concurrently enrolled in the DVM can use 
up to 12 credits of DVM courses towards 
the MS degree.



Course Requirements: MS
 In AP and DMP:
Two credits of Seminar (AP 803; DMP 870)

 In CS:
A course in Statistics (STAT 701/703)
1 credit of Seminar (CS859/879) 



Program Requirements: PhD
 90 credits after BS
 60 credits after MS.
 60 credits for dual degree or after 

DVM.



Supervisory Committee: PhD
 Should be formed in the second semester.
 Memberships:
 Four members (minimum)
 Major professor is the chair
 One from outside the department
 Minimum two members from within 

Pathobiology
 A member could be a faculty from another 

university. It requires special permission. 



Course Requirements: PhD
 Minimum of 30 credits must be research 

credits (AP999/DMP 999).
 Minimum of 15 hours at ≥ 800 level courses.
 3 credits of seminar. At least, one should be 

in A&P or DMP (DMP 970).
 A course in Research Ethics
 AP806: Introduction to Responsible Conduct of 

Biomedical Research (2 credits)



Course Requirements: PhD
 PhD in Physiology: 
 AP 804: Veterinary Physiology I (5 Cr.)
 AP 818: Veterinary Physiology II (6 Cr.)
 STAT 701: Fundamental Methods of 

Biostatistics, (3 Cr.)



Course Requirements: PhD
 500 level courses should be outside the 

major field. No more than 6 hours.
 No more than 6 hours of problem courses 

(AP 995; DMP 980).



Checklist-MS





Checklist-MS



https://www.vet.k-state.edu/education/dmp/




Checklist-MS



Program of Study: MS

https://www.k-state.edu/grad/academics/forms/index.html

https://www.k-state.edu/grad/
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https://gradforms.ksucloud.net/
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Program of Study



Program of Study



Program of Study
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PhD Checklist





PhD Checklist



PhD Checklist



Preliminary Examination
Format

• Traditional
– Written examination from each committee member

• Grant
– Writing a grant proposal (USDA/NIH guidelines)
– Student should develop three pre-proposals and 

submit to the committee
– Committee will pick one and will allow 4 to 6 weeks 

to write the proposal. 
• Oral examination



Outside Chairperson
 Appointed by the Dean of the Graduate School 

after successful completion of the Prelim Exam.
 Responsible for conducting the final examination 

and submitting the final ballot.
 As a member of the examining committee, the 

chairperson also has the right and the 
responsibility to evaluate the candidate's 
performance and to cast a vote.

 You should meet with the chairperson, brief him 
about your research and discuss time table for 
graduation. 

 Final examination should be scheduled 7 months 
after the prelim.



Graduate Program 
Evaluations



Student Learning Outcomes: PhD
• Abilities to formulate and design a hypothesis-driven 

research project(s), independently carry out the 
research methodology, critically analyze the data, 
and  disseminate the research findings in the form of 
presentations at scientific meetings and peer-
reviewed publications.

• Professional and technical expertise in their chosen 
areas of study or disciplines.

• Abilities to apply knowledge through critical 
thinking, to interpret or analyze and integrate 
information, to respond and adapt to changing 
situations, to make decisions, to solve problems, and 
to evaluate actions.

• Effective oral and written communication skills.



Annual Progress 
Report by Students



Annual Progress 
Assessment of 

Students by Major 
Professor



Self Assessment



Meeting with the 
Major Professor



Preliminary 
Examination



Final Examination 
Assessment



Travel Awards
The Office of the Associate Dean for Research

 Funding for limited number of travel awards.

 Eligibility limited to graduate students enrolled in a KSU 
CVM graduate program.

 Preference given to students who have submitted or will 
submit an abstract for presentation.

 Awarded twice a year:
o November 15: travel occurring between Jan. 1 & June 30
o April 30: travel occurring between July 1 & Dec. 31

http://www.vet.k-state.edu/education/graduate/



Scholarships
The Office of the Associate Dean for Research

 Eligibility limited to graduate students enrolled in  
KSU CVM graduate programs.

 Funding awarded according to the specific 
requirements of each scholarship.
o Over $17,000 awarded in 2018

o Over $12,000 awarded in 2019

 Awarded once a year:
o November 15 application deadline.

http://www.vet.k-state.edu/education/graduate/
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