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$100,000 Grant Received for Stem Cell Cancer Research

Two researchers at the
Kansas State University
College of Veterinary
Medicine have received a
$100,000 grant to research
stem cell therapy in the treat-
ment of lung cancer. The
grant was awarded by Joan’s
Legacy: The Joan
Scarangello Foundation to
Conquer Lung Cancer.

The pioneering research
being conducted by Drs.
Masaaki Tamura and Deryl
Troyer involves using stem
cells to safely deliver thera-
peutic drugs to cancerous
lung tumors.

The research is unique to
K-State in several ways. The
stem cells used in this
research were discovered in
the cushioning material, or
matrix, of the umbilical
cord. K-State scientists from
the colleges of Veterinary
Medicine and Agriculture
discovered the cells in the
umbilical cords of both
humans and animals.
Because these adult stem
cells are harvested from a
tissue that is typically dis-
carded, they are non-contro-
versial, and they can be col-
lected in large numbers inex-
pensively.

Dr. Troyet, one of the
original matrix stem cell dis-
coverers, said in mice the
matrix stem cells have shown

to successfully deliver the
anti-cancer drug interferon
beta to the intended tumors.

“We’ve gotten very dra-
matic responses,” he said. “A
high percentage of the stem
cells migrated to the cancer
and delivered the therapeutic
payload of the interferon
treatment. In our experi-
ments this procedure slowed
tumor growth and even
reduced their size.”

Dr. Tamura has researched
carcinogenesis of tumors of
the lung and colon for six
years and understands the
need for a cure.

“Mortality of lung cancer

is enormously high Only 15
percent of those diagnosed
with lung cancer will survive
five years. It’s a very setious
disease.”

According to national can-
cer statistics, 160,000 people
die from the disease this year
in the United States.

The Joan’s Legacy Cancer
Foundation is committed to
tighting lung cancer with
innovative research and
increasing awareness of the
disease, with a focus on non-
smoking related lung cancer.

Joan’s Legacy was estab-
lished in honor of Joan
Scarangello McNeive, a 47-

Working in the lab
together, Drs.
Masaaki Tamura,
right, and Deryl
Troyer examine a
flask of umbilical
cord stem cells.

A grant from
Joan’s Legacy
will allow the
researchers to
combine the use
of stem cells with
anti-cancer drugs
in studies on lung
cancer.

year-old non-smoker and
New York writer who died
in 2001 after a long battle
with the disease.

Drs. Tamura and Troyet’s
research will also involve a
subtype of lung cancer called
bronchioloalveolar catcino-
ma, the cancer that McNeive
suffered from. This typically
strikes middle-aged women
who are non-smokers and is
especially difficult to treat.

The researchers plan to
test the interferon beta thera-
py in combination with other
chemo-therapy drugs and
new immune system enhanc-
ing compounds.
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Longtime Employee Touched Lives, Left Caring Legacy

On Jan. 4, K-State lost a
dear friend. Mike Luse, a
security guard at the veteri-
nary medicine complex, died
of emphysema. A memorial

expenses for graduating vet-
erinary students.
When Mike
established the
endowment in

his face and a joke to share.
He chatted with new
students to make
them feel more
comfortable,

Mike worked as a security
guard at K-State for a total of
35 years, with the last 23 of
those years at the College of
Veterinary Medicine.

service was held in Mike’s 1989, he and often car-  Ronnie Grice, director of
honor on Jan. 9 at the All requested ried candy in  campus security, said that
Faiths Chapel on campus. that the his pocket to  although Mike endured strug-
All who were acquainted award share with gles with his health in recent
with Mike knew him as a remain any children  years, his job meant every-
generous man. Shortly after ~ anonymous. . - d he might see  thing to him.
his death, his generosity “Everything e ﬁ'..\ during the “Mike was a very dedicated
became even more evident. about him \ \ I day. and loyal employee,” Grice
The college revealed that was gener- I I f ] Although  said. “He worked every day,
Mike was the donor of the ous and com- { e Mike didn’t even if he was sick. I wish I
. . | . .
“Jimmy the Cat” scholar- passionate,” x ,l 2 have any chil-  had five or six more employ-
ships. These $300-$500 said Ronnie | dren of his own, ees who were like him.”
awards are presented to three  Elmore, associate .1'{ he referred to vet- Mike is survived by his
or four seniors who are ran-  dean for academic U erinary students as  wife Terry and their cats,
domly chosen at the Seniors’  affairs. “He really Mike Luse ;0 1545 He also had  Snowflake, Tweety and Bow-
Awards Banquet. wanted to help stu- 1949 - 2007 4 keen interest in his- wow; and by his mother

The money is intended to  dents.”

defray end-of-the-year

Mike always had a smile on

tory and was very
proud of his Irish heritage.

New Poisonous Plant Diagnostic Available

A new assay for the identification of
poisonous plant fragments is available
at the Toxicology Section of the
Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory.

This new technique provides an
additional method for obtaining critical
information needed to make a diagno-
sis of acute plant poisoning,

One of the factors that clinicians
have to consider when investing cases
of suspected plant poisoning is
whether or not the animal actually con-
sumed poisonous plants in the pasture
or from a different feed source such as
hay. r

Identifying poisonous
plants from plant frag-
ments found in the
digestive tract provides
proof that the animal
consumed poisonous
material.

It adds to the likeli-
hood of arriving at a
correct diagnosis of
acute plant poisoning,

The assay is based on the microscop-
ic examination of plant fragments
found in rumen contents.

This technique offers insights into
possible plant poisonings in cases
where the clinical signs and post
mortem lesions are insufficient to make
a positive diagnosis.

The technique is most useful when
death occurred within a short time of
ingestion, because fragments of the
plants that caused the poisoning are
still present in the digestive tract.

This diagnostic approach requires a

- specialized set of skills
and instrumentation
and, it is offered by few
other diagnostic labora-
tories.

To make use of the
service, about a pound
| of rumen contents
should be placed in a
leak proof cold pack
and submitted to the
Diagnostic Laboratory.

Elizabeth Ann Martin of
Leawood.

Lifelines Gets New Editor

As of this issue, Lifelines has a new
co-editor. Since Sarah’s graduation in
December, Christina McCall has joined
the staff and will pick up with the
duties of helping design and write for
the newsletter.

Christina is a freshman majoring in
mass communications and minoring
in leadership studies.

You will be getting your monthly
request for announcements from
Christina so please keep them com-
ing!

“As the new co-editor of Lifelines, |
look forward to meeting and working
with everyone here at the College of
Veterinary Medicine,’ she said.
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By Carol Elmore

Coming soon to the
Veterinary Medical Library
will be our third annual book
sale. The sale will open at
noon on Monday, Feb. 12,
and will close on Wednesday,
Feb. 21.

Stefan Yates will again
coordinate the sale and says
that we will have many good
books this year.

We received a donation of
several scientific books from
a corporate library that
recently closed, and we have
received many items from
faculty, students, staff and
friends.

Our prices are very rea-
sonable—§5 for veterinary
titles, $3 for audio/visual
materials, $2 for other fiction
ot non-fiction hard-cover
books, and $1 for paperback
and children’s books. Come
carly for the best selection.

eck it

at the Library

We will also have our
silent auction for some of
our particularly appealing
items. Bargain hunters will
like our half-price sale later
in the week or the super-bar-
gain “$1 for all you can put
in a bag deal” during the
final days of the sale.

We will show a daily chart
of the amounts we’ve
received, and we will list the
technology equipment that
we will consider for the

library’s technology program.

ut

We have many technology
items that can currently be
checked out from the library
(Visit http:/ /www.abc-
gallery.com/L/lotto/lotto6.h
tml for a list of previously
purchased items).

There are two ways that
everyone can help us.

First, look through all
those crowded offices and
homes, and bring us any
unwanted books or
audio/visual items so we can
sell them.

Second, come to the sale
and bring lots of money to
spend on the fabulous bar-
gains. We look forward to
seeing you on Feb. 12.

Exchange program gives
Afghanistan native chance
to observe teaching styles

and methods at K-State

You may have seen a new face in
the halls of the veterinary campus this
semester. Dr. Nasrin Stanikzai, a pro-
fessor of biochemistry at Kabul
University in Afghanistan, is spending
two months at the CVM as part of an
exchange program between K-State
and Kabul University.

The connection was begun last
summer when Dr. Walter Renberg,
Clinical Sciences, and Dr. Chris Ross,
A&DP, traveled to Kabul to meet with
professors there and explore opportu-
nities for collaboration.

In Afghanistan, Dr. Stanikzai teach-
es students in their second year of
veterinary classes at Kabul University.
Depending on the year, she has 80 to
100 students.

Biochemistry Professor from Afghanistan Visiting CVM

While at K-State, she hopes to learn
some teaching techniques that she can
use in her classes. “I want to know the
methodology of teaching here and
how to use new technology in teach-

Dr. Nasrin Stanikzai

ing.” Dr. Stanikzai said.

Due to a long civil war and subse-
quent rule by the Taliban government,
Dr. Stanikzai said women were not
allowed to teach from 1991 to 2001.
When the United States invasion
ended the Taliban rule, there were
new opportunities, but the country
was devastated by many years of war.

Kabul University is trying to recov-
er by acquiring basic lab supplies and
books.

“The books that were written by
other professors were destroyed by
war. Now there is a new need to re-
translate new books for my students,”
she said.

K-State is involved in a campuswide
exchange program with Kabul
University in an effort led by Yar
Ebadi, dean of the College of
Business and an Afghanistan native.

To read more about Drs. Renberg
and Ross’ trip to Afghanistan, see the
July 2006 issue of Lifelines.

Lifelines is published each month by the Development and Alumni Affairs Office at the College of Veterinary Medicine.

Editors are Brennan Engle and Christina McCall, bengle@pvet.k-state.edu, cmccall@vet.k-state.edu.
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Asheni completes training

In December, a going-away
party was held for Asheni, a
black Lab trained by
Dr. Patricia Payne, DM/P, for
KSDS.

KSDS trains 40 canines
annually to assist the visually
impaired or physically dis-
abled.

Asheni began her training a
year-and-a-half ago, when she
was eight weeks old.

She was sponsored by the
Veterinary Medical Teaching
Hospital, which performs
physical examinations; and
Hill’s Pet Nutrition, which
sponsored a food study for
her. Asheni accompanied Dr.
Payne everywhere including
her daily classes and on spe-
cial trips to Minneapolis, St.

Louis and Santa Barbara.

Because of the significant amount of time Dr. Payne spent with
Asheni, she is having “puppy withdrawals,” but she will get a new
puppy soon and begin the training process again.

Dr. Payne said the training would not be possible without the back-
ing of the College.

“Everyone from the janitorial staff to the administration has been
very supportive of this program,” she said.

Continuing Education Line-up

Don't miss the fantastic line-up of continuing education
conferences this spring! Remember, K-State faculty, staff
and students receive discounted registration. For a K-State
registration form, go to www.vet.k-state.edu and click on
"Continuing Education", then "Conference Information
for KSU College of Veterinary Medicine Faculty, Staff,
and Students." Register at ITC, 1 Trotter Hall.

Feb. 3 - Emergency Medicine Conference:
A Potpourri of Emergency &

Critical Care Tips

Feb. 10-11 -Equine Reproduction Conference
for Practitioners

Feb. 11 - Small Animal Conference on Dentistry:
The Tooth & Nothing but the Tooth,
So Help Me, Doc

Feb. 17-18 - From Egg to Foal: An Equine
Reproduction Conference
for Horse Breeders

Veterinarian and Former
Miss America Gives Talk

i i Fig -

On Jan. 18, Dr. Debbye Turner, left, a veterinarian
and former Miss America, spoke at the Martin Luther
King, Jr. Observance Week luncheon at the K-State
Student Union. Dr. Tuner is currently a correspon-
dent on CBS’ The Early Show.

NEW ARRIVALS

Kimberly Austin - A&P
Doris Donovan - A&P
Lara Pickel - A&P
Christine Ellis - DM /P
Kendra Siebert - DM/P

RECENT DEPARTURES

Landa Colvin-Marion - DM/P
Leonardo Ferreira - A&P
Samir Ruiz - A&P

CVM News Ticker

Dz. Bob Larson, Clinical Sciences gave a talk at the
North American Veterinary Conference (NAVC) in
Orlando, Fla., Jan. 15 - 16. He also spoke at the Western
Canadian Veterinary Conference in Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan, on Jan. 18.

: Dr. Brad White, Clinical Sciences, spoke at the NAVC in
+ Orlando, Fla., Jan. 15 - 16.

Dr1. Greg Grauer, Clinical Sciences, gave several presenta-
tions at the NAVC in Orlando, Fla., Jan. 15 - 16.

Stacy Marshall, VMTH human resources, married Curtis
Wiedmaier on Dec. 30. Please offer Stacy Wiedmaier your
best wishes.

+ John Bauer, veterinary technician, and his wife Patricia
+ are the proud parents of a baby girl, Lily Mae. She was

born on Jan. 12, weighing 6 pounds 15 ounces, and was 19
1/4 inches long.

¢ Dr. Tammi Epp, A&P, and her husband Marc are the
: proud parents of a baby boy, Caden Joseph. He was born
+ on Jan. 30. Caden weighed 8 pounds 3 ounces and was 21

 inches long,



